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General Information
Basin Area – 123.28 Km2

Main Channel length – 24 Km’ 
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The ShowcaseThe Showcase
The upper Kidron ValleyThe upper Kidron Valley

Why do so many want to be buried Why do so many want to be buried 
there?there?

One view to rememberOne view to remember



  



  

The “Narrow Bridge” from the Mount 
of Olives to the Temple Mount



    

Further down the ValleyFurther down the Valley
 Unusual sceneryUnusual scenery

 Religious sitesReligious sites

 (Borders)(Borders)



  



  

Zacharia’s Tomb



  

Tomb of Absalom and Hazir



  



  



  



  



    

The “Back Door”The “Back Door”
 Solid WasteSolid Waste
 Liquid WasteLiquid Waste
 Drainage and Run offDrainage and Run off
 InfrastructureInfrastructure
 Poor planningPoor planning



  

Solid Waste



  

Solid Waste



  

Solid Waste



  

Drainage
Urban Urban 
development development 
results in aresults in a 
dramatic increase dramatic increase 
in runoff volume in runoff volume 
& decrease in & decrease in 
sediment sediment 
discharge discharge 
downstreamdownstream 



  



  

Untreated Sewage



  

Untreated Sewage



  

Untreated Sewage
((Downstream



  



  



  

Attempts in the Past to Solve the Attempts in the Past to Solve the 
ProblemProblem

Agreement between Jerusalem and Agreement between Jerusalem and 
BethlehemBethlehem

Agreement between Israel and the Palestine Agreement between Israel and the Palestine 
AuthorityAuthority



  



  



    

.Catchment Basin Mgmt.Catchment Basin Mgmt

Let’s look at the governance scheme:Let’s look at the governance scheme:

Too many stakeholdersToo many stakeholders
Lack of symmetry between Israel and PALack of symmetry between Israel and PA
Lack of Will: Politicians plan for the nextLack of Will: Politicians plan for the next
election; statesmen plan for the next election; statesmen plan for the next 
generationgeneration



  

Israeli Legal & Administrative Authorities: Kidron

-Regional Level
Ministries (Regional Offices) and Agencies- Environment, Health, 
Interior, Defense (IDF Central Command), District Planning 
Board, Antiquities Auth., Dead Sea Drainage Auth., Council of 
Towns for the Environment-Judea
IDF- Regional Authority- Central Command (Including Offices for 
Public Inquiries, Planning and the Environment, Firing Ranges) 

National Level
Government Ministries and Agencies- Environment, Health, Interior, National Infrastructure, 
Defense, Treasury, Foreign Affairs, Water Commission, Nature Reserves and National Parks 
Auth., National Planning Board, Antiquities Auth

Israeli-controlled West Bank
Military Government in Judea and Samaria- The Civil Authority- Central Authority Office, Staff 
Officers- Foreign Relations and Int’l Organizations, Coordination and Communication, 
Environment, Water, Agriculture, Archaeology, Nature Reserves and Parks; Directors for Planning, 
Infrastructure, Tourism; Coordinator for Health, Legal Department.

Local Level
City of Jerusalem- Local Planning Board, Gihon, Mavti, East 
Jerusalem Development Corp., Jerusalem Church Authorities, 
Megillot Regional Council, IDF- Local Authority 



  

Palestinian Legal & Administrative Authorities: Wadi Nar

-Regional Level
Governate of Bethlehem, Governate of Jerusalem, Governate 
Departments of National Ministries (esp. Environmental Quality 
(and Agriculture

National Level
Palestine Water Authority (PWA), National Water Council, Ministry of 
Agriculture, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Planning and International 
 ,Cooperation, Ministry of Local Government, Environmental Quality Authority

Local Level
Municipalities of Bethlehem, Beit Sahur, Ubeidiya, Al Azzariya, 
Abu Dis, Beit Jalla, Water Service and Sewage Authority (WSSA), 
Donor Organizations (US AID, GTZ, KfW), NGO’s (ANERA, 
(House of Water and Environment, PARC, PENGON, PHG 



    

A different approach: Developing a A different approach: Developing a 
 (Basin Plan (Ignoring Borders (Basin Plan (Ignoring Borders

Academic Intervention: Hebrew University, Academic Intervention: Hebrew University, 
Al-Quds University, Bethlehem UniversityAl-Quds University, Bethlehem University

Dead Sea Drainage and River Authority as Dead Sea Drainage and River Authority as 
the catalyst. (Middle up & down, instead the catalyst. (Middle up & down, instead 
of bottom up or top down.)of bottom up or top down.)

  
NGO’s involved: Palestine Hydrology GroupNGO’s involved: Palestine Hydrology Group



  

The Master Plan Concept

 A multi-disciplinary team of scholars 
from Israel and the Palestine Authority 
are engaged in developing a master 
plan for the entire Kidron watershed.

 The City of Jerusalem is one of the key 
players and a member of the steering 
committee for the master plan.



  

The VisionThe Vision

•  Rehabilitate the ecological system,Rehabilitate the ecological system,
      improve the environment and createimprove the environment and create
      a “green” visiona “green” vision

•  Treat the Basin as one “country”  Treat the Basin as one “country”  
  and develop that “country”  and develop that “country”

•  Invest in infrastructure and improve  Invest in infrastructure and improve  
  the quality of life of the residents  the quality of life of the residents

•  Get recognition of the valley as a Get recognition of the valley as a 
World Heritage SiteWorld Heritage Site



    

Crossing  the BridgeCrossing  the Bridge

 A River can be a A River can be a borderborder between peoples  between peoples 
or a or a bridgebridge to cooperation to cooperation

 The bridge from the Mount of Olives to The bridge from the Mount of Olives to 
the Temple Mount is planned for the the Temple Mount is planned for the 
righteous, righteous, 

 But Who’s going to build it?But Who’s going to build it?
 And are we going to wait for the Messiah?And are we going to wait for the Messiah?



  

A Peaceful EnvironmentA Peaceful Environment
• Jerusalem may not be the financial capital of  the Jerusalem may not be the financial capital of  the 

world but it has historically been the spiritual world but it has historically been the spiritual 
capital of  the world, and it is here, and only capital of  the world, and it is here, and only 
here, that peace can really begin, beginning with here, that peace can really begin, beginning with 
a small bridge across the Kidron valley, a bridge a small bridge across the Kidron valley, a bridge 
of  reconciliation and cooperation for the of  reconciliation and cooperation for the 
protection of  the environment.protection of  the environment.



  

A Concluding MessageA Concluding Message
• We need your help, your support, your We need your help, your support, your 

expertise and your prayers to show the expertise and your prayers to show the 
skeptics of  the world that the narrow skeptics of  the world that the narrow 
bridge over the Kidron is already in bridge over the Kidron is already in 
operation. operation. 

• We are not waiting for the messiah. We are not waiting for the messiah. 
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